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From  the  President’s  Desk   
 

If you haven't had a chance to check out Venice 

Area Orchid Society's Zoom meeting, I hope that 

you'll give it a try on October 7th.  The speaker 

will be Tim Culbertson with a presentation on 

Laelia Purpurata.  

 

I had never done a zoom meeting and I don't have a smart phone or a 

camera on my computer, so wasn't sure if I could participate.  I was able 

to sign on quite easily and was able to watch Kristen Uthus give a nice 

talk on the many varieties of miniature orchids.  If you are limited with 

space, miniature orchids are certainly the way to go.  There are so many 

wonderful varieties. 

 

Venice has been so generous with inviting us to join their zoom 

meetings.  They can accommodate up to 500 viewers, so there is plenty 

of room for you to join in.  There are even ways for you to ask questions.  

Venice has their zoom meeting the 1st Wednesday night of the month.  

The following week they have a zoom meeting with their grower’s 

clinic, which can be very informative. 

 

Please take advantage of this great opportunity while we are unable to 

have our regular meetings.  I look forward to having meetings again, 

but just not right now. 

 

I know being restricted on our activities has been a pain for most all 

people.  Please call or email fellow members to say hello and let them 

know you are thinking of them.  It will make their day and yours too. 

 
Mary Anne DiGrazia,  

EAOS President 

 

 

 

Calendar 
 

Meetings (except Aug. and Dec.) 

are on the 3rd Monday of each 

month at St. David’s Episcopal 

Church, 401 S. Broadway,  6:30 

pm. 

 
 

Oct. 7 – VAOS Zoom meeting 

 

Oct. EAOS meeting – Cancelled 

 

Nov.   - To Be Determined 
 

 

 

 

The Virtual Plant Table 

Continues 

Send pictures of orchids that are 

currently blooming to 

orchids@eaos.org.  Include your 

name, the name of the plant, and the 

size of the flower (measured across 

the face).  Plants without 

identification are not eligible for 

trophies, but pictures may be printed 

in the newsletter.  Monthly virtual 

plant tables will continue until 

meetings resume.  A team of judges 

will award trophies at that meeting.   

mailto:orchids@eaos.org


 

 

VAOS Zoom meeting 
 

Although we cannot have our normal meetings, we now can take 

advantage of the VAOS Zoom meetings.  You can join these meetings 

on your computer or smartphone.  The VAOS meeting will be on the 

1st Wed. of each month at 7:00 pm.  In October, that would be 10/7.  

EAOS members will receive an email in advance of the meeting so that 

you can sign in and take advantage of hearing the speakers.   

 

The VAOS speaker will be Tim Culbertson, who will be sharing a 

presentation on Laelia purpurata, the Queen of the Cattleyas.  Although 

large, these spectacular cattleyas grow well outside in subtropical 

climates, and with their myriad colors and a relatively unique blooming 

time, these are great plants for every collection, extending the blooming 

times in the Cattleya Alliance through July.  With more and more Laelia 

purpurata clones and seedlings coming in from Brazil, and large grexes 

being bred in the United States, these stately, magnificent plants have 

seen a resurgence in popularity of late, and with good reason!  By the 

end of this presentation, you will have a new appreciation of the range 

of color forms of Laelia purpurata and its hybrids, as well as an 

appreciation of their beautiful flowers and ease-of-growth. 

 

We want to thank VAOS for making this available to us.  A number of 

EAOS members came to the meeting last month.  Why not give it a try.  

Look for an email announcing the VAOS zoom meeting and click on 

the link that is given. 

 

 

 

 

New Orchid website 
 

A website that members might want to explore is orchids.org .  It is 

setup by the author of OrchidWiz for orchid enthusiasts.  This is a site 

where a person can ask for orchid identifications.  Just post a picture of 

an orchid that has no label, ask for help, and see if anyone can identify 

it.  A few facts about the orchid could help, such as the size of the flower 

and the number of flowers on a spike, the size of the leaves, as well as 

the time when it blooms.  Those members who want to know the name 

of your orchid should give it a try.  It is also a place where you could 

trade or buy orchids.  Take a look and give it a try. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Virtual Plant Table 
 

 
Blc. Prado Green Deluxe ‘Diane’ 

 

 
Bc. Little Mermaid ‘Janet’ 

 

 
C. Green Emerald 

 

 
Eplc. Don Hermann ‘Freckles’ 

http://orchids.org/


 

AOS Webinars for Fall 
 

If you are an AOS member, you can participate in these Webinars.  This 

could also be a good reason for you to join AOS.  Check the website for 

details on how to join and how to participate. 

 

 
  

 

In Memoriam 
 

Richard T (Jay) Bushell passed away on September 8th after a 

long illness.  Jay was the husband of Sybil, a longtime member.  

Jay was a gentle giant and a really nice man.  He came with Sybil 

most meeting nights, so I am sure you remember him fondly. 

 

Our thoughts and prayers go out to Sybil and the family in their 

great loss. 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Onc. Sweet Sugar 

 

 
Rlc. Sweet Emma Lani ‘Volcano Queen’ 

 

 
Bc. Marg Putman ‘Doris’ 

 

 
Brs. Spider’s Gold 

 



 

 

Your orchids in the Fall 

As the temperatures begin to drop, orchid lovers need to consider where 

their plants will be most comfortable in December and January, when 

Florida is most likely to have temperatures in the 30’s and 40’s at night.  

This is the time to look up the temperature range which each of your 

orchids prefers.   

Some of your orchids may need lower temperatures to start sending out 

spikes.  Many Phals will respond to night temperatures in the 50’s by 

starting spikes.  Consider where to put them to allow for cool nights and 

70’s by day.  There are some orchids that like colder temperatures, even 

in the 30’s.  Den. kingianum will be happy in those conditions. 

You also need to be aware of the fact that the sun is moving lower on 

the horizon.  Some plants that enjoyed the high sunlight of summer may 

now be in the shadows.  There is less need to shade your orchids as the 

sun gets lower in the sky.  Move your orchids to areas that get more 

light.   

Find out the orchids that should be dry during the winter.  Your 

Catasetums will want to dry out and lose their leaves over the winter.  

Find a place for them where they will not be hit by the lawn sprinklers.  

Keep them dry until they start to develop new shoots and roots.  Too 

much water will cause them to rot.  They’ll reward you with flowers 

next spring and summer. 

 

 
Onc. Sharry Baby ‘Sweet Fragrance’ 

 

 

2020 Show  Sponsors 
 

GOLD  SPONSORS 
 

FARLOWS ON THE WATER 

DR. ADAM LIPKIN, MD PA 

MYAKKA PINES GOLF CLUB 

RAV&E 

SUN-HERALD 

TOP KNOT SALON 

WARREN LORANGER FAMILY YMCA 

 

SILVER  SPONSORS 
 

KATHY DAMEWOOD, 

RE/MAX ALLIANCE GROUP 

MICHAEL J LOONEY, INC. 

OYSTER CREEK GOLF CLUB 

TODAY'S DENTISTRY 
 

FRIENDS 
 

DEE DEE QUINN – MARY KAY I.B.C. 

DAVIS, ROBERTS, BOELLER & RIFE 

ENGLEWOOD YOGA CENTER 

HOLLYWOOD NAILS 

HOME DEPOT 

HOWARDS RESTAURANT 

KEY AGENCY 

LANDY'S ON THE WATER 

SANDI OLSEN-ENGEL 

PANTHER HOLLOW DENTAL 

PUBLIX   

QUICK SIGNS 

XPERTECH AUTO REPAIR, INC. 

 
 


