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From  the  President’s  Desk   
 

Greetings to all of you.  I miss seeing you at 

the meetings and we are missing lots of great 

speakers, which we hope we'll be able to have 

at a later date. 

 

Everyone has had lots of extra spare time to 

work on your orchids, so hope you've had great success.  There is 

always plenty of repotting and watering and fertilizing and 

general inspection to be sure that your orchids are healthy and 

happy.  I know we all have lots of fun things to do with our 

orchids. 

 

I saw a couple of great ideas that you might be interested in trying 

since you have extra time.  The phal mounted on a shingle I saw 

at Home Depot and I thought that was a neat idea.  The plant is in 

a soft plastic pot in the burlap pouch.  There are a couple of 

pictures of planting orchids in coconut shells and attaching to a 

tree that made a nice display.  The last picture shows the pots 

attached to a tree that was a really good idea too.  Maybe you have 

an area you might want to try some of the suggestions for fun.  

Let me know how it works out. 

 

I can't thank Ken enough for providing us with these wonderful 

plant table emails for our viewing pleasure.  I also want to thank 

you all for providing the photos, names along with your name, so 

we can see what is growing in your yard or pool cage, etc.   

 

I hope you took the opportunity to look at the wonderful New 

York Botanical Garden on line.  If you missed looking at it, here 

is the address:   http./www.nybg.org/take-a-virtual-tour-of-the-

orchid-show-jeff-leathams-kaleidesope/.  I really enjoyed it and 

know you will also. 

 

Calendar 
 

Meetings (except Aug. and Dec.) are on 

the 3rd Monday of each month at St. 

David’s Episcopal Church, 401 S. 

Broadway,  6:30 pm. 

 

May. 18 - Cancelled 
 

 
Coconut shell planters for orchids. 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Also, AOS has lots of webinars to check out:  

http/wwwaos.org/orchids/webinars.aspx. 

 

I do hope that you are all safe and sound at home and that none 

of you have gotten sick.  Please be very careful and keep your 

distance from others and wear a mask whenever you go out.  It is 

for your protection along with anyone that you come in contact 

with.  We can't be too careful.   

Look forward to seeing you all soon.  Take care. 

 
Mary Anne DiGrazia,  

EAOS President 

 

 
 

Meeting cancelled: VPT continues 

 
Because of the Corona Virus, the May meeting is cancelled, but 

that doesn’t mean that members will not see a plant table.  The 

Virtual Plant Tables continue into another month.  Over the past 

weeks we have been able to see the orchids that other members 

have blooming at their homes.  You can share your blooming 

orchids by sending a picture of the orchid with your name and the 

name of the orchid to orchids@eaos.org .   

 

 

TREASURER’S REPORT - MARCH 2020 
 
     
Beginning balance    $19,004.40 
 
  Income 
   Dues       45.00 
   Show refund 1,000.00  
   Interest                       1.70 
   Total       1,046.70 
 
  Expenses 
   Trailer Storage     75.00 
   Show supplies   215.00 
   Show awards   336.00 
   Show misc     56.63 
   Raffle plants     70.00 
   Total                 752.63 
 
Ending balance     $19,300.47 
 
   Respectfully Submitted, 
   Helen Mcclaskie  

 

 

 
Potted orchid on a shingle. 

 

 

From the Virtual Plant Table 
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Fertilize your orchids 
       (from AOS.org) 

 

Orchids will grow and flower, given that their other 

requirements are met, for fairly long periods without 

fertilizer but you'll get better results with some level of 

feeding. Typically plants are fertilized once a week 

during the summer and every two weeks in the fall and 

winter. Regardless of the fertilizer that you chose to use, 

most experienced growers use no more than ½ the label-

recommended strength. Oh, and by the way, it's best to 

water first to wet the potting medium before you 

fertilize. 

 

Fertilizers used on orchids should contain little or no 

urea. This is because soil organisms must first convert 

the nitrogen in urea to a form useable by plants, and 

since orchids do not grow in soil, this conversion does 

not occur efficiently. The old conventional wisdom used 

to be that orchids grown in bark mixes needed to be 

fertilized with formulations high in nitrogen, i.e., 30-10-

10. We now understand that these high nitrogen 

fertilizers aren't necessary. For a more detailed 

discussion of fertilizer and its dependence on water 

quality see the June 2003 and February 2008 issues of 

Orchids magazine or view copies of pertinent 

articles online here at www.aos.org. 

 

Most experienced growers will agree that observation is 

the most important key to growing orchids well. 

Examining your plants on a regular basis will allow you 

to adjust and correct any problems before they become 

severe. In subsequent articles we will examine in more 

detail these four elements of culture and the orchid 

genera more commonly found in the marketplace.. 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

2020 Show  Sponsors 
 

GOLD  SPONSORS 
 

FARLOWS ON THE WATER 

DR. ADAM LIPKIN, MD PA 

MYAKKA PINES GOLF CLUB 

RAV&E 

SUN-HERALD 

TOP KNOT SALON 

WARREN LORANGER FAMILY YMCA 

 

SILVER  SPONSORS 
 

KATHY DAMEWOOD, 

RE/MAX ALLIANCE GROUP 

MICHAEL J LOONEY, INC. 

OYSTER CREEK GOLF CLUB 

TODAY'S DENTISTRY 
 



 

 

AOS webinars free in May 
 

The collection of Webinars on the AOS website is being provided 

to everyone free during the month of May.  Go to AOS.org and 

look for the listing of webinars.  There is sure to be one that 

matches your interests.  Some are travellogs that describe orchids 

growing in various parts of the world.  Some concentrate on how 

to grow specific types of orchids.  Others look at orchid diseases 

and other topics of interest.  Try them out.  You may find that you 

want to join AOS and have the webinars available to you anytime. 

 

FRIENDS 
 

DEE DEE QUINN – MARY KAY I.B.C. 

DAVIS, ROBERTS, BOELLER & RIFE 

ENGLEWOOD YOGA CENTER 

HOLLYWOOD NAILS 

HOME DEPOT 

HOWARDS RESTAURANT 

KEY AGENCY 

LANDY'S ON THE WATER 

SANDI OLSEN-ENGEL 

PANTHER HOLLOW DENTAL 

PUBLIX   

QUICK SIGNS 

XPERTECH AUTO REPAIR, INC. 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 
  

http://www.aos.org/all-about-orchids/webinars/member-only/jason-fischer-phrags.aspx
http://www.aos.org/all-about-orchids/webinars/member-only/jason-fischer-phrags.aspx

