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Calendar 
 

Meetings (except Aug. and 

Dec.) are on the 3rd 

Monday of each month at 

St. David’s Episcopal 

Church, 401 S. Broadway,  

6:30 pm. 

 

No EAOS meetings are 

currently scheduled 
 

Sarasota area shows are 

cancelled for 2021 
 

Mar. 3– VAOS Zoom 

meeting 

From  the  President’s  Desk   
 

I hope you joined the February VAOS Zoom 

meeting on the 3rd.  Jeff Bradley was the speaker.  

He was introduced to orchid growing when he 

was 8 years old.  His private collection in 3 

greenhouses contain over 2800 plants.  He has 

one of the finest and most extensive collections 

of classic Cattleyas in the world, many date back to the 19th and early 20th 

century.  He shared pictures of many of the classic orchids which was very 

interesting.  Many of the orchids were awarded by the RHS in England. 
 

If you missed this zoom meeting, circle March 3rd on your calendar to 

view VAOS's next zoom meeting.  We are so lucky to be included in their 

zoom meetings, so I hope you'll take advantage of the opportunities.  We 

will get to meet in person one of these days...we just don't know when. 
 

Hope you've had an opportunity to get your vaccine.  Know it is a bit 

difficult to get an appointment, but keep trying.  By the time you read this, 

we will have received our second shot.  YEA!  May you all still be keeping 

very safe and keeping your distance and wearing your masks.  If we all do 

our part, we'll get past this. 
 

I bet your orchids are thinking it is spring now when we get some lovely 

warm weather after a brief cold spell.  Not much was blooming and then 

suddenly a large and a small cattleyas were blooming and I was so happy.  

I have a very large Onc. Spaculatum full of spikes and I am just waiting 

for it to bloom.  I am sure your's are all in spike too.   

 

If any of you have any orchid stories that you'd like to share, we'd love to 

hear about them.  Just send them to Ken for the newsletter.  Also, don't 

 

The Virtual Plant Table 

Continues 

Send pictures of orchids that are 

currently blooming to 

orchids@eaos.org.  Include your 

name, the name of the plant, and the 

size of the flower (measured across 

the face).  Plants without 

identification are not eligible for 

trophies, but pictures may be printed 

in the newsletter.  Monthly virtual 

plant tables will continue until 

meetings resume.   

 

Virtual Plant Table 
 

  
C. Gertrude Rounds ‘NN’ 

mailto:orchids@eaos.org


 

forget to send pictures of your blooming plants to Ken so we can see what 

is blooming for you. 
  

Call a fellow member and say hello and see how they are doing.  I miss 

seeing all of you. 

 
Mary Anne DiGrazia,  

EAOS President 

 

 

Spiders and Orchids 
 

There are two types of spiders that you may having living on your orchids.  

The regular spiders that we see almost daily, and spider mites.  Do not be 

concerned with the normal spiders as they eat many types of destructive 

insects that may be living on your orchids. 

 

However, spider mites are a different story.  They are microscopic and you 

may not see them until considerable damage has been done.  Look for 

silvery leaves – especially on the undersides.  Another sign is tiny yellow 

spots, or tiny webs.  If you suspect them, take a white cloth and rub both 

sides of the leaf.  If you see a brownish-red mark then they are present.  

Alcohol/water/soap spray - heavily every 3 days.  Repeat for 8 

applications.  This is effective with controlling spider mites. 

 

VAOS Zoom meeting 
 

The VAOS meeting will be at 7:00pm on Wed. 3/3.  EAOS members will 

receive an email in advance of the meeting so that you can sign in and take 

advantage of hearing the speakers.  Give it a try.  Look for the email 

announcing the VAOS zoom meeting and click on the link that is given.  

The Speaker will be Fred Clarke of Sunset Valley Orchids, presenting: 

Catasetums, Cycnoches and Mormodes 

Fred has been growing orchids for 42 years and has been hybridizing for 

38 of those years.  Fred applies these skills at his orchid nursery; Sunset 

Valley Orchids, located in San Diego, California. 

His pioneering work in Catasetum intergeneric hybrids led to the 

development of several notable hybrids, most recently the grex, 

Fredclarkeara After Dark 

 

In Memoriam 
 

Billy Morrison, husband of Nancy Morrison, passed away on January 

29, 2021 after a long fight with cancer.  Billy was a special person and 

will be so missed by all who knew him.  Our condolences go out to 

Nancy and the families in their loss. 

 

 

 
Rth. Schroder’s Love ‘SVO’ 

 

 
Rlc. Alma Kee ‘Tipmalee’ 

 

 
Rlc.  Debbie Hodges 

 

 
Rth. Love-Love ‘YB’ 

 



 

AOS Webinars 

The following webinars are scheduled for March.  Greenhouse Chats are 

available to everyone.  Other webinars require sign-in and are available to 

AOS members only.  Mar. 2 – Greenhouse Chat;  Mar. 9 – Angrecoid 

Hybrids.   Go to AOS.org for more information. 
 

 

Choosing the right potting medium 
 
Choose your potting medium based on the size of the roots and moisture 

requirements of the plant.  As a rule, seedlings and fine root/moisture loving 

plants do best in a small bark mix.  This includes oncidiums, dendrobiums and 

slipper orchids. 

 

Fine Mix: 

4 parts fine grade bark 

1 part fine charcoal 

1 part perlite 

 

Plants with larger roots such as phalaenopsis require larger media: 

 

Medium mix: 

4 parts medium bark 

1 part medium charcoal 

1 part perlite or sponge rock 

 

Many local growers use a mostly non-organic mix for their mature cattleya 

plants, to inhibit bacterial diseases: 

 

4 parts lava rock, aliflor or clay pellets 

1 part large bark 

1 part sponge rock 

 

Many phalaenopsis growers also use sphagnum moss, mainly because it helps 

retain moisture for plants we don't want to dry out quickly. 

 

Charcoal chips can be added to any of these mixes.  The key is to provide a 

rapid draining medium.  Most potting mises should be soaked and rinsed before 

use.  You can find ready-made mixes for sale from orchid growers and online 

orchid supply vendors. 
 
 

 

        
C. walkeriana var. semi-alba ‘Carmela’ Epi. ciliare ‘Sten’ 

 
V. teres f. alba ‘Diana’ 
 

 
Cal. arisanensis 
 

 
C. unknown 
 

 
Ddc. glumaceum 

 



 

 

 

Ctt. Big Time 

 
    Psh. cochleata 

 
 

 

2020 Show  Sponsors 
 

GOLD  SPONSORS 
 

FARLOWS ON THE WATER 

DR. ADAM LIPKIN, MD PA 

MYAKKA PINES GOLF CLUB 

RAV&E 

SUN-HERALD 

TOP KNOT SALON 

WARREN LORANGER FAMILY YMCA 

 

SILVER  SPONSORS 
 

KATHY DAMEWOOD, 

RE/MAX ALLIANCE GROUP 

MICHAEL J LOONEY, INC. 

OYSTER CREEK GOLF CLUB 

TODAY'S DENTISTRY 
 

FRIENDS 
 

DEE DEE QUINN – MARY KAY I.B.C. 

DAVIS, ROBERTS, BOELLER & RIFE 

ENGLEWOOD YOGA CENTER 

HOLLYWOOD NAILS 

HOME DEPOT 

HOWARDS RESTAURANT 

KEY AGENCY 

LANDY'S ON THE WATER 

SANDI OLSEN-ENGEL 

PANTHER HOLLOW DENTAL 

PUBLIX   

QUICK SIGNS 

XPERTECH AUTO REPAIR, INC. 

 
 


