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From the President’s Desk  
 

 
Where does the time go?  It is almost the end of 

February and our EAOS show will be coming up 

very soon.   
 

We don’t want to forget the Venice Area Orchid 
Society and their beautiful show.  Ken and company put up a really 

lovely display and we received 3rd place.  Thanks to all who worked on 

it and all those who contributed plants to help make it the best ever.  Well 
done.  We had 11 members exhibit who entered 59 plants and we had 18 

1st place, 10 2nd place, and 10 3rd place, for a total of 38 ribbons.  I think 

that is great.  Ed Opatrny won the Jack Severson Memorial Award for 
small Cattleya with his Rlc. Paradise Rose ‘My Valentine’ and Carol 

Nissen won Best Miniature with her Dinema polybulbon.  
Congratulations to you both.   

  

I hope you are all tending your plants, cleaning and staking the bloom 
spikes for our show. 

May we have lots of flowers for our display.  Ken will need lots of 

flowers and I know you won’t let him down. 
  

I want to say a special thank you to Vern Stein for driving our trailer to 
the Sarasota and Venice show and will be driving it to our EAOS show.  

It makes it so much easier to have everything in one location, the trailer, 

and be able to take it where you need it.  Sure saves a lot of time and 
effort.  Thanks again, Vern. 

  

Just a reminder that our 2017 dues are payable now and can be mailed to 
P. O. Box 257, Englewood, Fl. 34295.  Thank you all for supporting the 

EAOS and your dues help us to pay our monthly rental fees, speakers 
fees and other expenses that we have.  Dues are $15 per household which 

is really a bargain.   

  
We have sign-up sheets for all the committees and if you have not had 

an opportunity to sign up, please send me an email or call me so that I 

can put you on the list.  We need volunteers for set up, tear down, 
membership, admissions, raffle table, culture table, and clerks.  We need 

 

 

 

Calendar 
 
Meetings on the 2nd Monday of each month 

at Christ Lutheran Church, 701 N. Indiana 
Ave., 6:30 pm. 
 

 

Mar. 13 –  Regular Meeting 

    Speaker: Roy Krueger 

 

Apr. 6 –  Setup for EAOS show 

 

Apr. 7& 8 –  EAOS show 

 

Apr. 10 – Regular Meeting 

 
 

 

 
Mickey Carnell spoke at the February meeting. 



lots of clerks and it gives you a great opportunity to work with the judges 

and learn from them.  I hope to be hearing from you all soon to sign up.  
We cannot do the show without your help.  Mary Commer is looking for 

our great cooks to sign up for food for the show.  We do have some 
wonderful cooks and the vendors, judges, and members always enjoy 

being well fed.   

  
Mickey Carnell was our speaker for the evening in February and he gave 

an interesting question and answer program.  With Mickey, you always 

learn something new.  Thanks, Mickey, for bringing such beautiful plants 
to sell, also.  Mickey is such a great teacher and he is always there to 

answer your questions.  Stop by the shop, Blue Pagoda, and see him. 
  

We have lots of nice small flyers for our show.  We stuffed them into the 

small magazine that Venice gave out.  They had printed 3500.  It was a 
bit of work, but worth it, to let the people going to the Venice show know 

that Englewood would be having a show.  There were quite a few 

magazines left over, so Saturday Tom and I met Judy Loeffler in Venice 
and spent an hour taking our flyers out of the magazines so that we’d 

have them to use.  We now have a large supply that we hope to give away 
at the Tampa show, Farmers Market in Englewood, and various other 

locations.  We’ll have them available at the March meeting, so be 

prepared to take a handful and get the word out that we are having our 
show.  The more people we have and the happier the vendors will be.  

Let’s get ready to have a great show on April 7th and 8th, with set up on 

April 6th. 
 

Mary Anne DiGrazia, EAOS President 

_____________________________________ 
 

Annual Dues  
Plan to pay your dues at the next meeting.  The $15 covers your 

family for the year.  For that bargain price, you will receive the 
monthly newsletter and learn about orchids at our monthly 

meetings.  We hope that you will join us for another year. 
 

 

We need Sponsors 
 
Talk to your doctors, dentist, hair dresser, etc. to see if they would 

like to be a sponsor for our show.  I have forms that I can send to 
you to give them the information they need regarding our show and 

sponsorship.  
 

Are your orchids ready? 
 
Get your plants ready now.  The EAOS Orchid Show will be here 

before you know it.  Remove dead leaves and old flower spikes.  
Please remove wire hangers, decorations, fancy clips and anything 

that might detract from your orchids.  Clean the leaves and register 
your plants on Apr. 3&4.  See our PowerPoint presentation which 

you can find at http://eaos.org/showprep1.pdf . 
 

 
 

2016 ORCHID SHOW SPONSORS  

Let the sponsors know that you appreciate their 

support. 
  

GOLD SPONSORS  

  

COSTCO WHOLESALE  

MICHAEL J. LOONEY, INC.  
MYAKKA PINES GOLF CLUB  

SUN-HERALD  

WARREN LORANGER FAMILY YMCA 
XPERTECH AUTO REPAIR, INC.  

  

SILVER SPONSORS  

  

CONNECT HEARING  
KATHY DAMEWOOD, RE/MAX ALLIANCE 

GROUP  

ENGLEWOOD YOGA CENTER  
FARLOWS ON THE WATERFRONT  

KEY AGENCY  

DR. ADAM LIPKIN, MD PA  
RAVE  

  

FRIENDS  

  

FORSTER, DAVIS, ROBERTS & BOELLER  
HOME DEPOT  

HOWARDS RESTAURANT  

KYLE KURTIS SALON & SPA  
LANDY'S RESTAURANT  

SYBIL LEVIEN  
PANTHER HOLLOW DENTAL  

PUBLIX  

DEE DEE QUINN, MARY KAY I. B. C.  
JUDY & SKIP RUSSELL  

 
 

 
Ted Kellogg shows the plant table orchids. 

http://eaos.org/showprep1.pdf


Minutes 2/13 Meeting 
 
A meeting of the Englewood Area Orchid Society was held on 

February 13, 2017 at the Christ Lutheran Church. 
 

The meeting was called to order at 7:05 p.m. by Mary Anne 
DiGrazia. 
 

We welcomed 1 visitor. 
 

Old Business:  
 

A special thank you to Ken Woodward and his team for the 
beautiful display of orchids at the Venice show held on February 

4th and 5th.  We won third place with our display of 59 orchids 
from 11 members and we received 38 ribbons.  We also had 2 

special awards that members won.  Ed Opatrny won the Jack Severson 
Memorial Award for small Cattleya with his Rlc. Paradise Rose ‘My 

Valentine’ and Carol Nissen won Best Miniature with her Dinema 

polybulbon  
 

We were reminded that is time for dues, so if you haven’t paid yet, 
please either mail a check to our Treasurer or bring to the next 

meeting.  It is only $15 per household and is quite a bargain.  Sign 
up sheets were available for people to start signing up for our April 

7th and 8th show.  If you haven’t had an opportunity to sign up, be 
sure to check out the sheets at the next meeting. 

 
After a break, our speaker, Mickey Carnell, was introduced and 

presented an interesting and informative program, answering 
questions from the members.   

 
 

 
 

 

 

February Plant table 
 
First place, Members’ Choice, and Speaker’s Choice –   

Dendrochilum cobbianum     Roy Klinger 
  

Second Place –    
Cattleya (GOK)        Elaine Squires 

  
Third Place  –   

Dendrobium (GOK)     Jerry & Kathy Beck 
 

Best Species  –   
Brassavola martiana        Ted Kellogg 

 
 

 
 
 

Treasurer’s Report 
JANUARY 2017 
Beginning Balance…………$10,963.00 

Income……………………...       800.46 
Expenses……………………    1,653.81 

Ending Balance……………. $10,109.65 
Respectfully submitted,  

Helen McClaskie, Treasurer 
 
 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 
1st Place 

 

 
2nd Place 

 



Growing Tips:  
 

What media do you use for your orchids?  There is more than the standard 
orchid bark.  Why not try something different for the orchid that isn’t 

doing so well? 
 

Sphagnum is a medium that is quite adaptable for use with many different 
orchids.  It can be used for those plants that require continuously moist 

conditions and it can be used for those that need drier conditions as well.  
When sphagnum is packed tight, it holds less water than most orchid 

bark.  
 

Sphagnum can become waterlogged.  To prevent this some growers leave 
an air space in the bottom of the pot so that the moss is able to drain.  

Likewise, you can mix in a little perlite, charcoal, or tree fern to hold it 

open.   
 

You may find that you don’t need to water as often with sphagnum, but 

you need to watch for the medium breaking down and for fertilizer salts 
accumulating in the medium.   
 

There are different grades of sphagnum.  A good quality New Zealand 

sphagnum is the best.  The moss should have long fluffy strands.  Moss 
sold in the big box stores is usually not high quality and should be used 

with care. 
 

If you have something that works for your orchids, stay with it, but if you 
want to try something different, it is worth experimenting with 

sphagnum. 
 

 

 
3rd Place, Speaker’s Choice 
 

 
Best Species 

 

EAOS Officers  

 
President –  

Mary Anne DiGrazia 
 

Vice President –  
Jeff Hill 

 
Corresponding Sec. –  

Jo Ann Royal 
 

Recording Sec. –  
Joan Komarnitzki 

 
Treasurer –  

Helen McClaskie 
 

 
Contact us at: orchids@eaos.org 
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