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Calendar 
 

Meetings (except Aug. and 

Dec.) are on the 3rd 

Monday of each month at 

St. David’s Episcopal 

Church, 401 S. Broadway,  

6:30 pm. 

 

 

No EAOS meetings are 

currently scheduled 
 

 

June 2– VAOS Zoom 

meeting 

From  the  President’s  Desk   
 

 

Can you believe it is almost June?  Don't know 

where the time has gone.  We have to hope that it 

will be a mild hurricane season and that we won't 

be impacted by any storms.  This past week we've 

been blown quite a bit.  I'll be glad when the wind 

calms down.   
 

VAOS Zoom speaker for May was Jeff Bradley from Houston, Tx.  His 

collection contains over 3000 classic Cattleyas in 3 greenhouses.  He 

maintains one of the most extensive collections of historical photographs, 

catalogs and correspondence of the celebrated orchid growers of the past.  
 

He gave an interesting history of orchid growers and their collections 

which included a wonderful variety of beautiful old orchids.  Their 

collections held many orchids collected in the jungle.  Many were awarded 

plants from the RHS of England in the late 1800's and 1900's. 
 

All of these plants were the grandparents of today’s orchids thanks to the 

estates who had these wonderful greenhouses full of orchids.   We have   

to thank these estate collections for their efforts with the old classics. 
 

Things seem to be getting better with the virus and hopefully soon 

everyone will be vaccinated and able to go and do like we did before.  I 

know many of us have been waiting to travel.  If things progress maybe 

we'll be able to have a meeting starting in the fall.  I know we are all so 

anxious to get back to our meetings and hearing great speakers and then 

prepare for our 2022 shows.   
 

Mary Anne DiGrazia,  

EAOS President 

 

The Virtual Plant Table 

Continues 

Send pictures of orchids that are 

currently blooming to 

orchids@eaos.org.  Include your 

name, the name of the plant, and the 

size of the flower (measured across 

the face).  Plants without 

identification are not eligible for 

trophies, but pictures may be printed 

in the newsletter.  Monthly virtual 

plant tables will continue until 

meetings resume.   

 

Virtual Plant Table 
 

  
B.  flagellaris 

mailto:orchids@eaos.org


 

Pests & Diseases - Spider Mites 

 
Spider Mites are microscopic sap suckers, and they are in the Arachnid 

spider family - not insects.  There are several types:  False, Red and 

Phalaenopsis mites.  They all will weaken and disfigure your orchids.  Start 

inspecting the undersides of the leaves, looking for tiny yellow specs.  

There will be a sooty mold that grows on mite infestations.  They thrive in 

warm, dry conditions.  They are partial to thin leaved orchids like 

catasetums or dendrobiums, and sometimes phalaenopsis.   

 

Treatment:  Use your alcohol/water/soap spray: it can be effective.  If not, 

then apply contact pesticides for mites.  Apply heavily - every 3 days for 

8 applications.  Remember:  Insecticides are not effective, you will need 

to use miticides for large infestations - however, USE WITH CAUTION 

AND AS DIRECTED. 
 
 

VAOS Zoom meeting 
 

The VAOS meeting will be at 7:00pm on Wed. 6/2.  EAOS members will 

receive an email in advance of the meeting so that you can sign in and take 

advantage of hearing the speakers.  Give it a try.  Look for the email 

announcing the VAOS zoom meeting and click on the link that is given.  

The Speaker will be Dr. Lawrence Zettler.  His topic will be “The Orchid 

Recovery Program.”  He has worked with college students in Illinois to 

conserve rare species of orchids worldwide. 

 

 

AOS Webinars 

Webinars are scheduled for June 8 & 17.  Greenhouse Chats are available 

to everyone.  Other webinars require sign-in and are available to AOS 

members only.  Find them at AOS.ORG. 

 
 

 
 

 

Heat Stress 
     By Susan Jones from AOS.com 
 
Like people, orchids, especially those that prefer cooler, shadier 

environments, can suffer from heat stress during the hot summer months. 

The midday sun is intense, especially during the summer, and the high 

temperatures that bright sunshine brings can burn your orchids quickly, 

especially the more sensitive types such as phalaenopsis, pleurothallids, 

paphiopedilums and miltonias. 

 

Heat stress is a condition that occurs in orchids and other plants when 

excessive heat causes an imbalance in transpiration, the process by which 

moisture evaporates from the plant’s tissues. When that rate of evaporation 
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exceeds the pace at which moisture is being replaced through water taken 

up by the orchid’s roots, the plant becomes dehydrated — leaves soft and 

wilted, pseudobulbs wrinkled and ridged. The instinctive response in this 

situation is to overwater the orchid to correct the dehydration. This can 

instead make matters worse by rotting the plant’s root system, further 

hampering its ability to take in much-needed hydration. The roots can only 

absorb so much water at one time. In addition to watering, control of heat 

and humidity play a significant role in the prevention and management of 

heat stress. 

 

Prevention 
Your orchids need lots of attention during the summer months, especially 

on hot days. With higher temperatures, orchids require more frequent 

watering to prevent dehydration. High temperatures quickly dry out 

mounted orchids, those in baskets and even potted plants. 

 

Maintaining the balance between keeping orchids sufficiently hydrated 

and over-watering can be a challenge. A simple rule of thumb is that an 

orchid’s need for water increases and decreases with the ambient 

temperature, so water thoroughly and more frequently during higher 

temperatures. Most mounted plants and those in baskets, especially 

vandaceous orchids and other genera grown with little or no media, will 

benefit from daily watering in warmer weather. 

 

In addition, keep humidity high and air movement continuous, as both of 

these factors help plants keep their cool on hot days. Adding a fan to the 

growing area, or locating your orchids where they receive the caress of 

summer’s breezes, as well as spacing your plants to allow for sufficient air 

circulation between orchids, can make a big difference in their 

environment and overall health. This will also help to keep rots from fungi 

and bacteria at bay. 

 

The benefits from misting orchids during hot weather do not have much 

sustained effect, so unless one has a misting system in place to maintain 

that added humidity throughout the day, it is probably not useful to your 

plants. When watering or misting, always be certain that plants have ample 

time to dry before night falls, so as to discourage bacterial and fungal 

growth. 

 

When moving orchids outside, start them out in a shaded spot and 

gradually increase their exposure to sunlight to acclimate them to the 

higher outdoor light levels. Make sure to protect them from the strongest 

sunlight as midday summer sun has more intense UV rays that can burn 

tender plants. Check the amount of exposure your plants receive at 

different times during the day as the sun moves, and throughout the year 

as the earth’s orbit around the sun makes its gradual seasonal changes, 

which in turn changes the angle of the exposure your plants receive. 
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2020 Show  Sponsors 
 

GOLD  SPONSORS 
 

FARLOWS ON THE WATER 

DR. ADAM LIPKIN, MD PA 

MYAKKA PINES GOLF CLUB 

RAV&E 

SUN-HERALD 

TOP KNOT SALON 

WARREN LORANGER FAMILY YMCA 

 

SILVER  SPONSORS 
 

KATHY DAMEWOOD, 

RE/MAX ALLIANCE GROUP 

MICHAEL J LOONEY, INC. 

OYSTER CREEK GOLF CLUB 

TODAY'S DENTISTRY 
 

FRIENDS 
 

DEE DEE QUINN – MARY KAY I.B.C. 

DAVIS, ROBERTS, BOELLER & RIFE 

ENGLEWOOD YOGA CENTER 

HOLLYWOOD NAILS 

HOME DEPOT 

HOWARDS RESTAURANT 

KEY AGENCY 

LANDY'S ON THE WATER 

SANDI OLSEN-ENGEL 

PANTHER HOLLOW DENTAL 

PUBLIX   

QUICK SIGNS 

XPERTECH AUTO REPAIR, INC. 

 



 

 

 

 


