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From  the  President’s  Desk   
 

May this find you all doing well during our 

time of confinement.  It isn't what most of us 

would want or even ever thought would 

happen.   
 

It's been extremely hot without very much rain, 

so be sure and watch your orchids to be sure they are getting 

enough water.   With the constant change of the sun, make sure 

your orchids are not getting too much sun.  I am amazed at how 

fast the sun moves across the sky and the plants that normally are 

not in the sun are now getting direct, hot sun.  Some plants can 

take stronger sun than others.  My Vanda Teres are just loving the 

sunny, hot days.  I can't remember them being so happy.  They've 

been blooming for over 2 months already. 
 

During this time of no meetings and most of us not getting to see 

many people, it is a time that we should reach out to our society 

members and let them know we are thinking of them.  Give 

someone a call or send them a friendly email to let them know 

you are thinking of them.  It  might encourage them to reach out 

and "touch" someone and make more people happy.  I've missed 

seeing you all and look forward to us getting together although it 

looks like we will be waiting a bit longer before we can start to 

socialize again.  If you see a name on the membership list you 

don't know, reach out and introduce yourself and tell them a little 

about how you grow your plants or just saying "Hi"...  You'll both 

feel good. 
 

We have to get this virus under control and we all need to do our 

part to keep safe, keep your safe distance, wash your hands and 

wear your masks.  We will overcome this and we all look  forward 

to that. 
 

Mary Anne DiGrazia,  

EAOS President 

 

Calendar 
 

Meetings (except Aug. and Dec.) are on 

the 3rd Monday of each month at St. 

David’s Episcopal Church, 401 S. 

Broadway,  6:30 pm. 

 

July 20  - Cancelled 

 

Aug.  - To Be Determined 

 

Sept.  - To Be Determined 

 

The Virtual Plant Table 

Restarts 

Starting in July, we again invite members 

to submit pictures of their blooming 

orchids.  The pictures will be displayed in 

the next newsletter.  A team of judges will 

award trophies when meetings resume.   

Send your pictures of flowers that are 

currently blooming to orchids@eaos.org.  

Include your name, the name of the plant 

and the size of the flower (measured across 

the face).  Plants without identification are 

not eligible for trophies, but pictures may 

be printed in the newsletter.  This monthly 

virtual plant table will continue until 

meetings resume. 

mailto:orchids@eaos.org


 

 

 

Barbara S. Reitz 
December 28, 1943 ~ June 8, 2020 

Barbara was a member of EAOS for 10 years and has been an 

important part of the display team for the past seven.  Over the 

last couple years her declining health made it difficult for her to 

fully participate in the setup of the displays, but she persisted in 

contributing props for the displays even as her lungs deteriorated.  

She died on Long Island, NY, June 8. 

 

 

Make a Simple & Safe Pesticide 
 

1. Use 70% Isopropyl Alcohol 

 

2. Add 4 Cups of water to  1/4 cup isopropyl alcohol & 3 

tbsp. Formula 409.     Spray on solution then brush pests 

away with a toothbrush. 

 

3. You may substitute 3 tbsp. of Simple Green for Formula 

409. 

 

4. Remember, adult insects lay eggs that hatch in 7-10 

days.  Apply pesticide 3 times, at 7 day intervals. 

 

 

Fertilizer & Supplements 
 

What type of fertilizer should I use?  Any good orchid fertilizer 

will do, some people even use tomato or African violet fertilizer.  

Use a 20-20-20 balanced fertilizer and supplement occasionally 

with calcium and magnesium.  Or use a Michigan State 

University (MSU) type fertilizer that contains micro-nutrients 

including calcium and magnesium.  The rule of thumb is to 

fertilize "weekly weakly", using 1/4 to 1/2 tsp. fertilizer to a 

gallon of water.  When the plants pseudo bulbs 

have matured and the plant begins dormancy in the cooler 

months, fertilize less frequently.  Many local growers recommend 

supplementing with a time-release fertilizer (Nutricote sold as 

Dynamite in the red plastic bottles at Home Depot).  Apply in 

March/Spring and September/Fall each year: 1 tsp. to a 6" pot, 

sprinkled around the pot perimeter. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

    Barbara Reitz (2017) 

 

 

 

2020 Show  Sponsors 
 

GOLD  SPONSORS 
 

FARLOWS ON THE WATER 

DR. ADAM LIPKIN, MD PA 

MYAKKA PINES GOLF CLUB 

RAV&E 

SUN-HERALD 

TOP KNOT SALON 

WARREN LORANGER FAMILY YMCA 

 

SILVER  SPONSORS 
 

KATHY DAMEWOOD, 

RE/MAX ALLIANCE GROUP 

MICHAEL J LOONEY, INC. 

OYSTER CREEK GOLF CLUB 

TODAY'S DENTISTRY 
 

FRIENDS 
 

DEE DEE QUINN – MARY KAY I.B.C. 

DAVIS, ROBERTS, BOELLER & RIFE 

ENGLEWOOD YOGA CENTER 

HOLLYWOOD NAILS 

HOME DEPOT 

HOWARDS RESTAURANT 

KEY AGENCY 

LANDY'S ON THE WATER 

SANDI OLSEN-ENGEL 

PANTHER HOLLOW DENTAL 

PUBLIX   

QUICK SIGNS 

XPERTECH AUTO REPAIR, INC. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.aos.org/all-about-orchids/webinars/member-only/jason-fischer-phrags.aspx
http://www.aos.org/all-about-orchids/webinars/member-only/jason-fischer-phrags.aspx


 

 

Cinnamon as a Fungicide 
 

1. Dust it on an open plant wound, like a broken leaf or 

stem, an area where you made a cut. 

 

2. Or you can mix it with cooking oil to form a paste - pat it 

on the open wound. 

 

3. Mix 2 tbsp. with 1 pint of isoprophl alcohol.  Shake well, 

cover & let stand overnight.  Filter through a coffee 

filter.  If you don’t want the mess of filtering, use stick 

cinnamon.  Use this as an all purpose fungicide spray. 

 

4. You can also combine 1 cup water with this cinnamon-

alcohol mix, and add 2 tbsp. of dish detergent.  Use as a 

spray. 

 

 

 
V. teres ‘Miss Joaquin’ – Mary Anne DiGrazia 


