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Calendar 
 

Meetings (except Aug. and 

Dec.) are on the 3rd 

Monday of each month at 

St. David’s Episcopal 

Church, 401 S. Broadway,  

6:30 pm. 

 

No EAOS meetings are 

currently scheduled 
 

Sarasota area shows are 

cancelled for 2021 
 

Feb. 3 – VAOS Zoom 

meeting 

From  the  President’s  Desk   
 

After some very cool days we finally have some 

beautiful weather.  Makes you want to get out and 

work with your orchids.   
 

Hope this finds you all doing well and staying safe.  

It's great that we can now look forward to getting 

vaccines and we can hope and pray that a combination 

of that and people being extra careful, masks and 

social distancing, that we can get this virus under control and get our lives back.  

That is what I want.  I've tried once using the new Publix site and finally after an 

hour of being in the queue  saw a notice that all appointments were filled.  I'll get 

up early tomorrow and try again.  Maybe I'll have better luck.  Hope you have 

good luck too. 
 

When we have the cooler weather, don't forget to protect some of your more 

fragile plants.  So far this winter, my tender plants are doing pretty well.  May we 

not have too cold of a winter.  We could use a bit more rain, but for the next 10 

days it looks pretty dry.  Won't be long and we'll be in the dry season, so we'll 

have to keep a close eye on our plants, especially if it is cold.   
 

With all the things going on during the day of the 6th, I missed signing on to the 

Zoom VAOS meeting, which I had wanted to attend.  On February 3rd, Jeff 

Bradley's topic will be Historic Cattleyas - Their Provenance and History.  It 

sounds like a really interesting topic.  I hope you will join me on the Zoom 

meeting.  Ken will be sending out a reminder prior to the meeting with 

instructions on signing on, etc.  It's really easy...if I can do it...you can too.  VAOS 

has been able to get some great speakers, some of whom live quite a ways from 

Florida, to give us a variety of speakers to hear.  Mark your calendar and don't 

miss the Zoom meeting.  One of these days we'll get to meet in person, but until 

we can, please take advantage of this wonderful opportunity. 
 

Thinking about you all and looking forward to getting to see you. 

 
Mary Anne DiGrazia,  

EAOS President 

 

The Virtual Plant Table 

Continues 

Send pictures of orchids that are 

currently blooming to 

orchids@eaos.org.  Include your 

name, the name of the plant, and the 

size of the flower (measured across 

the face).  Plants without 

identification are not eligible for 

trophies, but pictures may be printed 

in the newsletter.  Monthly virtual 

plant tables will continue until 

meetings resume.   

 

Virtual Plant Table 
 

 
Acia. tikalensis 'A-dori-bil' 

mailto:orchids@eaos.org


 

WHAT SHOULD I LOOK FOR WHEN I 

BUY AN ORCHID?  

Many consumers, both retail and retailer, find themselves in a position 

today of having to make purchase-oriented decisions about an entirely new 

-- to them, at least -- class of plants: orchids. What should they be looking 

for? How can the purchase dollar be maximized? How can the best shelf 

life -- of vital importance for both the retail and retailing consumer -- be 

obtained?  Here are three helpful hints: 

The Plant should be in proportion to the container, have roots in the 

media, be clean and unblemished, turgid and medium green, free of visible 

pests. 

The Flowers should be lustrous and held well above the foliage on a 

strong, well-supported spike, be unblemished and free of fungal spotting, 

have some buds yet to open (never, ever accept a plant with flowers open 

to the tip of the spike, as it is impossible to judge flower life after all 

flowers have opened), and have a generally appealing aspect that fits with 

your decor. 

The Vendor - Is the overall aspect one of cleanliness and order? Do the 

production plants look good? Is the staff attentive and interested in your 

welfare? Can they answer the most elementary of your questions? 

Selecting an orchid plant isn't really that different from any other flowering 

plant purchase, including the satisfaction that comes with the proper 

decision. 

      Ned Nash wrote this essay published on the AOS website: 

https://www.aos.org/orchids/orchid-care/what-should-i-look-for-when-i-

buy-an-orchid.aspx 

 

VAOS Zoom meeting 
 

The VAOS meeting will be at 7:00pm on Wed. 2/3.  EAOS members will 

receive an email in advance of the meeting so that you can sign in and take 

advantage of hearing the speakers.  Give it a try.  Look for the email 

announcing the VAOS zoom meeting and click on the link that is given.  

Jeff Bradley will talk about classic orchids.  He maintains three 

greenhouses of over 3000 classic Cattleyas, all of which have been 

significant to the historical aspects of orchid growing in both the United 

States and Europe.  

 

In Memoriam 

Richard Amos, a long time member of VAOS and EAOS, 

passed away January 17, 2021 after a long illness.  Richard 

and his wife, Mary, grew beautiful orchids.  He was a great 

friend to all who knew him.  He will be truly missed.  Our 

condolences to Mary and all the family in their loss. 

 

 
Liparis viridiflora'Carmela' 

 

 
Angcm. sesquipedale  

 

 
Rlc.  Nakornchaisri Delight ‘No.  3’ 

 

https://aos.ontraport.com/c/s/jzk/Tox8/x/6jD/etC/6MvvQL/zfBohZtsBn/P/P/5V
https://aos.ontraport.com/c/s/jzk/Tox8/x/6jD/etC/6MvvQL/zfBohZtsBn/P/P/5V
https://aos.ontraport.com/c/s/jzk/Tox8/d/6jD/etC/6MvvQL/vcG71npCUv/P/P/5V
https://aos.ontraport.com/c/s/jzk/Tox8/d/6jD/etC/6MvvQL/vcG71npCUv/P/P/5V


 

AOS Webinars 

The following webinars are scheduled.  Greenhouse Chats are available to 

everyone.  Other webinars require sign-in and are available to AOS 

members only. 
 

 

How to Stake Blooming Orchids 
 

Flowers and spikes of orchid blossoms can be heavy and if they aren't 

staked properly, they will open at an awkward angle.  Orchid staking 

techniques vary somewhat with the type of orchid. Tere are  two major 

types:  the spray orchids - like Phalaenopsis and Oncidiums and those with 

single flowers of just a few on one spike - like Cattleyas and most 

Paphiopedilums. 
 

1)  As soon as the flower spike is about 12 inches, insert a vertical bamboo 

stake close to where the spike originates at the base of the plant. 
 

2)  As you insert the stake, twist it to work it around the roots to minimize 

damage to them. 
 

3)  Attach the first tie on the lower part of the spike close to the first node 

(the bump in the flower stem).  Use twist ties, velcro or plastic spring clips 

not sharp string or wire.  These can damage the stems. 
 

4)  Attach another tie a few inches higher on the flower spike. 
 

5)  Put additional ties a few inches apart as the flower spike grows. 
 

6)  Place the last tie a few inches below where the first flower buds are 

forming.  This allows the spike to form a natural arch. 

 
Psh. cochleata 

 

 
Blc.  Phuchifah ‘NN’ 

 

 
Den. Hsinying Frostymaree 

 

 

 



 

 

Rlc. Suvarnabhuml Delight ‘Salmon 

Queen’ 
Den. unknown 

 

Rlc. Hawaiian Prominence 'America'               
E. cordigera var. Venezuela 

Rlc. Young Kong 'Sun #16' 

Lc.  Leo Holguin 'Soft Touch' 

Trgl. Super Star ‘Prasong’ 
Rhy. gigantea ‘Spot’ 

 
 

 

 

2020 Show  Sponsors 
 

GOLD  SPONSORS 
 

FARLOWS ON THE WATER 

DR. ADAM LIPKIN, MD PA 

MYAKKA PINES GOLF CLUB 

RAV&E 

SUN-HERALD 

TOP KNOT SALON 

WARREN LORANGER FAMILY YMCA 

 

SILVER  SPONSORS 
 

KATHY DAMEWOOD, 

RE/MAX ALLIANCE GROUP 

MICHAEL J LOONEY, INC. 

OYSTER CREEK GOLF CLUB 

TODAY'S DENTISTRY 
 

FRIENDS 
 

DEE DEE QUINN – MARY KAY I.B.C. 

DAVIS, ROBERTS, BOELLER & RIFE 

ENGLEWOOD YOGA CENTER 

HOLLYWOOD NAILS 

HOME DEPOT 

HOWARDS RESTAURANT 

KEY AGENCY 

LANDY'S ON THE WATER 

SANDI OLSEN-ENGEL 

PANTHER HOLLOW DENTAL 

PUBLIX   

QUICK SIGNS 

XPERTECH AUTO REPAIR, INC. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


