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From  the  President’s  Desk   
 

Who would have thought that the virus would be 

staying with us for so very long?  I am sure we are 

all making the best of our situations mostly at home 

and staying safe.  I know we all look forward to 

being able to have meetings and socialize once 

again.  One of these days we'll get our wish. 

 

Lately we have started to get a some rain and the plants are very happy 

about it.  Let us hope that the hurricane season will leave our area alone 

and not give us any trouble.  Can you believe 8 storms already this 

season?  It's the time of year that I like the least in Florida.   

 

Don't forget to send Ken photos of your blooming plants for our plant 

tables.  It's nice that our orchids give us beautiful blooms all year long.  

By buying a blooming plant you get an idea of when it will bloom and 

each year you can look forward to it blooming about the same time each 

year.  Dens and Phals are wonderful plants to have as when they bloom, 

we can enjoy them for several months.  Some don't last as long, but 

some can give us pleasure for quite a long time.  

 

We would love to have you contribute to our newsletter to make it more 

interesting and maybe you would like to share some of your growing 

secrets with us.  Send Ken an email with your article.  We are always 

wanting to learn how others are growing their plants and we all love to 

share our successes. 

 

Please stay safe, keep your social distance, and be sure to wear a mask 

to protect others and yourself.  If enough people do these things we 

could see a reduction in cases and in deaths.  We don't want any of you 

to get sick.   

 

Mary Anne DiGrazia,  

EAOS President 

 

 

 

Calendar 
 

Meetings (except Aug. and Dec.) are on 

the 3rd Monday of each month at St. 

David’s Episcopal Church, 401 S. 

Broadway,  6:30 pm. 

 
 

Aug.  - Cancelled 

 

Sept.  - To Be Determined 
 

 

The Virtual Plant Table 

Restarts 

Members are invited to submit pictures of 

their blooming orchids to be judged on a 

virtual plant table.  The pictures displayed 

in this newsletter were submitted during the 

past month.   

Send your pictures of flowers that are 

currently blooming to orchids@eaos.org.  

Include your name, the name of the plant, 

and the size of the flower (measured across 

the face).  Plants without identification are 

not eligible for trophies, but pictures may 

be printed in the newsletter.  Monthly 

virtual plant tables will continue until 

meetings resume.  A team of judges will 

award trophies at that meeting.   
 

 

mailto:orchids@eaos.org


 

 

How much shade or light? 
 

Cattleyas, dendrobiums, oncidiums and 

phragmipediums flourish in bright light with 15% to 

30% shade...about  what a screened patio, lanai or pool 

cage provides or a shade tree.  East or south exposure is 

best.  Slowly acclimate your new orchids to higher light 

conditions to avoid sunburn.  Phals, paphs and bulbos 

require bright, indirect light...they often do well under a 

patio overhand providing them protection from the sun 

and rain.  Vandas require high light.  The most frequent 

reason for lack of blooming is too little light.  There are 

micro-climates in every growing area and often moving 

a plant to another area will improve blooming.  Watch 

for and adjust for seasonal changes in sunlight exposure 

in your growing area.  Two layers of screen seem to be 

great light for growing phals and angraecums.  One layer 

can be your pool cage screen and the other layer can be 

suspended over your plants.  They can tolerate this light 

level all day. 
 

 

Orchids in August 

By Thomas Mirenda 

WISE ABOUT WATER Rainwater is a gift from above, and 

excessive amounts of runoff actually can hurt our environment. 

Collecting rainwater and using it for your orchids is pretty easy 

and will be a boon to the health of your collection. A simple rain 

barrel with a submersible pump and a hose are the basic tools 

needed. Why waste this fine quality water? August is actually a 

tough time for orchid watering and you have to use your best 

judgment around this time. So many of your new growths that 

initiated in the spring are now approaching maturity. The 

observant grower will notice that they need less water and 

fertilizer now than they did months ago and should do better with 

a little less than they did when in active growth. Actually, the 

summer heat tends to halt plant metabolism in many of the 

intermediate growing orchids. Only the very warmest-growing 

orchids are unaffected by the intensities of summer weather. 

CAM PHOTOSYNTHESIS ORCHIDS  In fact, many warm-

growing (and even some cooler growing) orchids engage in a 

water-retentive type of plant respiration referred to as 

crassulacean acid metabolism, or CAM photosynthesis. This is an 
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adaptation that evolved in plants from desert habitats where 

temperatures are very high and water is scarce. These types of 

plants do not open their stomata during the day, or all the water 

in their tissues would immediately vaporize. Instead, CAM plants 

open at night, which allows needed respiration to occur without 

the risk of rapid desiccation. In your orchid collection, this means 

that many of your more succulent orchids might not be able to 

take up water from their roots until the sun goes down. 

  

FUNGAL ISSUES Astute growers will tell themselves, “Well, 

I’m told never to water late in the day for risk of crown rot and 

fungal pathogens that can occur when plant surfaces are wet at 

night. But if they don’t take in water until evening, when should 

I water?” This has more to do with a phrase you see in this 

magazine frequently: “a well-drained but moisture retentive 

mixture.” This is the key to success for so many orchids. You 

have won half the watering battle by supplying the right mix for 

your climate for each individual in your collection. You may have 

the medium issue adequately addressed, but rot issues do tend to 

appear in the summer heat, especially if you mist your plants 

excessively to keep them cool. Be on the lookout for signs of bad 

fungi, broken down mixes that do not dry out (a sure sign of root 

rot), leaves that are not turgid and new growths that detach or 

disintegrate. If you have these types of problems, it might be time 

for an emergency repotting or treatment with a fungicide. 

THE HEAT IS ON By this time in the summer, deleterious effects 

of heat will become more pronounced, and you may have to 

rescue a few orchids. Do your best to cool plants by using 

combinations of mist, shade and air movement. If portions of your 

plants have succumbed to heat stress or appear to be rotting, it is 

always best to remove and discard those necrotic tissues, as the 

resulting diseases can easily spread to healthier portions of the 

plant. Treat any cuts you make with an antifungal or antibacterial 

substance such as cinnamon. - Reprinted with permission 
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How to repot Phals 

This video shows how to repot Phals.  It is sponsored by 

repotme.com, but the products that are shown can be purchased 

from other dealers as well.  This is mainly for beginner orchid 

growers, though most of the tips are true for anyone.  Take a look 

at the video and you will find other videos in the series that may 

also interest you: 
 https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=cWFyQzJbGDg 

 
Rlc. Hsinying Aloha ‘C H Super’ 

 

 
Den. capituliflorum 

 

 
E. Orchid Jungle 

 

2020 Show  Sponsors 
 

GOLD  SPONSORS 
 

FARLOWS ON THE WATER 

DR. ADAM LIPKIN, MD PA 

MYAKKA PINES GOLF CLUB 

RAV&E 

SUN-HERALD 

TOP KNOT SALON 

WARREN LORANGER FAMILY YMCA 

 

SILVER  SPONSORS 
 

KATHY DAMEWOOD, 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=cWFyQzJbGDg


 

 

 

Ghost Orchid Pollinators 

This video shows how scientists captured pictures of ghost 

orchids in Florida being pollinated.  Pictures of the orchid and the 

swamp are worth watching.  Just a warning : there are several 

commercials during the video.  A button on the screen will let you 

“Skip Ads” and continue the video. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=B9IIrpOLJ14 

 

RE/MAX ALLIANCE GROUP 

MICHAEL J LOONEY, INC. 

OYSTER CREEK GOLF CLUB 

TODAY'S DENTISTRY 
 

FRIENDS 
 

DEE DEE QUINN – MARY KAY I.B.C. 

DAVIS, ROBERTS, BOELLER & RIFE 

ENGLEWOOD YOGA CENTER 

HOLLYWOOD NAILS 

HOME DEPOT 

HOWARDS RESTAURANT 

KEY AGENCY 

LANDY'S ON THE WATER 

SANDI OLSEN-ENGEL 

PANTHER HOLLOW DENTAL 

PUBLIX   

QUICK SIGNS 

XPERTECH AUTO REPAIR, INC. 

 
 
 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=B9IIrpOLJ14
http://www.aos.org/all-about-orchids/webinars/member-only/jason-fischer-phrags.aspx
http://www.aos.org/all-about-orchids/webinars/member-only/jason-fischer-phrags.aspx

