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Calendar 
 

Meetings (except Aug. and 

Dec.) are on the 3rd 

Monday of each month at 

St. David’s Episcopal 

Church, 401 S. Broadway,  

6:30 pm. 

 

No EAOS meetings are 

currently scheduled 
 

Sarasota area shows are 

cancelled for 2021 
 

Apr. 7– VAOS Zoom 

meeting 

From  the  President’s  Desk   
 

I hope this finds you all doing well.  By now, I 

hope that you have been able to at least get one 

shot and ready for the next.  I know how hard it 

is to get an appointment, but certainly worth the 

wait.  The more people getting their vaccines the 

better so that we can get back to a bit more 

normal life.  If you haven't gotten your first appointment please keep 

trying. 

 

VAOS had Fred Clark from Sunset Vally Orchids for their March 3rd 

Zoom meeting.  Fred is an accredited judge and very knowledgeable 

about orchids.  He spoke and showed wonderful photos of Cycnoches 

which have a swan shaped flower.  The male and female flowers are very 

different from each other.  They are very unique looking.  Fred had a 

beautiful collection of outstanding flowers and crosses.   

 

Another variety is Catasetum.  The male flower is showy and the female 

flowers are helmet shaped.  They are totally different flowers. 

 

Fredclarkeara (FDK) is a combination of 3 genera:  Mormodes, 

Catasetum and Clowesia.  He has made some very unique crosses and 

even has a black flower cross. 

 

All of these varieties want to be dry in the winter and hot and wet in the 

summer. You might have tried some of these varieties.  I know several of 

our members grow and enjoy them. 

 

Since we had a fairly mild winter, right now I have lots of flowers 

blooming which I am enjoying.  I am sure you are having the same thing 

happen at your house. My large Onc. Spaculatum has been in spike for 

 

The Virtual Plant Table 

Continues 

Send pictures of orchids that are 

currently blooming to 

orchids@eaos.org.  Include your 

name, the name of the plant, and the 

size of the flower (measured across 

the face).  Plants without 

identification are not eligible for 

trophies, but pictures may be printed 

in the newsletter.  Monthly virtual 

plant tables will continue until 

meetings resume.   

 

Virtual Plant Table 
 

  
C. Nancy Thomas 

 

 

mailto:orchids@eaos.org


 

months and it is finally starting to develop flowers.  It's been a long time 

coming, but should be quite a show when it fully opens.   

 

Looking forward to one day getting back to our meetings.  I miss you all. 

 
Mary Anne DiGrazia,  

EAOS President 

 

 

Pest Control:  Home Remedy 
 

Here is a treatment for common pests such as thrips, scale, aphids, ants 

and mealy bugs.  We always recommend a non-chemical home remedy 

or commercially available contact pesticide first before using a systemic. 

Here is the basic home remedy recommended with some variations: 50% 

alcohol (drugstore 70% isopropyl rubbing alcohol) + 50% water + a few 

drops of Dawn liquid dish detergent to make 1 quart. 

Also:  You can add 1 tsp Neem Oil.  For bacterial infection, you would 

add 2 cinnamon sticks.  Spray every few days for 2-3 weeks directly on 

flowers, buds and leaves to eliminate pests. 

 

For Ants & Roaches try Orange Guard, carried by WalMart & Ace 

Hardware, active ingredient orange peel extract, safe around food, 

humans & pets. Or use a natural pesticide for crawling insects. 

 
 

Repotting Those Huge Cattleyas 
(from AOS Orchids Magazine) 

Seedling Cattleyas are so much fun. They do not take up much space in 

your growing area when you first bring them home, so you can buy lots of 

them at orchid shows without worrying about where you are going to put 

them. You get to watch each plant grow bigger and stronger and imagine 

what their first blooms will look like. If you decide the flower was worth 

the wait, you give it a permanent home in your growing area. When it starts 

growing out of the pot, you move it into a larger pot and look forward to 

it producing multiple flower spikes and putting on a real show. Then one 

day your plant is growing out of an 8- or 10-inch (20- or 25-cm) pot, you 

start running out of options, and eventually you have to decide to either 

find a bigger pot or divide the plant. 

 

I have a serious orchid addiction so it goes without saying that I am always 

running out of bench space. A compounding problem is my love of the 

large standard cattleyas that, not coincidentally, take up a lot of space. I 

needed a way of potting-up my overgrown cattleyas without having one 

pot turn into two or three or four, so I often pot divisions into the same pot.  

Spoiler alert: You will be ineligible for AOS cultural awards by having 

more than one plant in a pot, but if your primary goal is getting the most 

flowers per square inch (square centimeter) of pot space, read on.  Find the 

entire article with pictures to illustrate at https://secure.aos.org/digital-

library/201604orch_85-4/22/index.html#zoom=z 

 

 
Ctt. Sorpresita 

 

 
Den.keithii 

 

 
Den. lindleyi 

 

 
Den.Red Emperor ‘Fly Hirudine’ 

https://aos.ontraport.com/c/s/jzk/ohYI/H/6YS/GUb/6Mkaes/U5vjdBDy5O/P/P/rP
https://aos.ontraport.com/c/s/jzk/ohYI/y/6YS/GUb/6Mkaes/sU1QhbV8Sg/P/P/rP
https://aos.ontraport.com/c/s/jzk/ohYI/y/6YS/GUb/6Mkaes/sU1QhbV8Sg/P/P/rP


 

 

VAOS Zoom meeting 
 

The VAOS meeting will be at 7:00pm on Wed. 4/7.  EAOS members will 

receive an email in advance of the meeting so that you can sign in and take 

advantage of hearing the speakers.  Give it a try.  Look for the email 

announcing the VAOS zoom meeting and click on the link that is given.  

The Speaker will be Jim Roberts of Florida Suncoast Orchids.  His topic 

will be “A Few Encyclias to Enjoy” – a good introduction to the encyclia 
species that are easily grown in Florida and some of their notable 
hybrids. 

 

 

AOS Webinars 

The following webinars are scheduled for March.  Greenhouse Chats are 

available to everyone.  Other webinars require sign-in and are available to 

AOS members only.  Find them at AOS.ORG. 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 
Epi. Radicans 
 

 
Epicat. Mabel Kanda 
 

 
Gga. fulva 
 

 

http://aos.org/


 

 

     
   Oenla. polystachys Gur. Bowringiana 

Rlc. Alma Kee ‘Tipmalee’ 
    

Rlc. Prada Green Deluxe ‘Diane’ 

Gp. Micro Burst 

Rth. Fuchs Orange Nuggett ‘Lea’ 

 

 

 

2020 Show  Sponsors 
 

GOLD  SPONSORS 
 

FARLOWS ON THE WATER 

DR. ADAM LIPKIN, MD PA 

MYAKKA PINES GOLF CLUB 

RAV&E 

SUN-HERALD 

TOP KNOT SALON 

WARREN LORANGER FAMILY YMCA 

 

SILVER  SPONSORS 
 

KATHY DAMEWOOD, 

RE/MAX ALLIANCE GROUP 

MICHAEL J LOONEY, INC. 

OYSTER CREEK GOLF CLUB 

TODAY'S DENTISTRY 
 

FRIENDS 
 

DEE DEE QUINN – MARY KAY I.B.C. 

DAVIS, ROBERTS, BOELLER & RIFE 

ENGLEWOOD YOGA CENTER 

HOLLYWOOD NAILS 

HOME DEPOT 

HOWARDS RESTAURANT 

KEY AGENCY 

LANDY'S ON THE WATER 

SANDI OLSEN-ENGEL 

PANTHER HOLLOW DENTAL 

PUBLIX   

QUICK SIGNS 

XPERTECH AUTO REPAIR, INC. 

 
 


