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From  the  President’s  Desk   
 

It's been quite a trying time for all of us with 

the cancellation of our annual show.  So many 

people had prepared and worked very hard to 

help make our show a success.  The vendors 

all had bought lots of beautiful orchids to sell 

to our  visitors to the show.  I hope you had a 

chance to check out Mickey's beautiful flowers. 

 

If just one person had been exposed to the virus and had spread it 

to others at the show, it would not have been worth it with people 

having gotten sick.  We all must do what we can to keep the virus 

from spreading.  We must be cautious and stay safe. 

 

Our April meeting has been canceled and we'll have to play it by 

ear what will happen in May.  We'll be keeping you up to date 

and I am sure you will all be watching the news and keeping up 

there also. 

 

Ken has a great idea of having an online "flower table".   Should 

be fun to see all the beautiful flowers that you have blooming.  

Send them in to Ken and share them with us. 

 

There are some webinars through AOS that you can take part in 

and enjoy.  Check them out. 

 

Please stay safe. 

 
Mary Anne DiGrazia,  

EAOS President 

 

 
 

 

Calendar 
 

Meetings (except Aug. and Dec.) are on 

the 3rd Monday of each month at St. 

David’s Episcopal Church, 401 S. 

Broadway,  6:30 pm. 

 

Apr. 20 - Cancelled 
 

 

From the Virtual Plant Table 
 

 
 

 



 

Meeting cancelled: VPT starts 

 
Because of the Corona Virus, the April meeting is cancelled, but 

that doesn’t mean that members will not see a plant table.  There 

is now a Virtual Plant Table for you to look at.  Over the past 

weeks we have been able to see the orchids that other members 

have blooming at their homes.  You can share your blooming 

orchids by sending a picture of the orchid with your name and the 

name of the orchid to orchids@eaos.org .   

 

 

February Meeting Minutes 
 

February Minutes 

Minutes of EAOS Meeting February 17, 2020 

Meeting was called to order by President Mary Anne DiGrazia 

welcoming members and guests.  

 

Old Business: 

Dues are now payable for 2020 at $15 per household.  This helps 

to pay our rent, speakers and other expenses that the club has.  

Please make your check payable to EAOS for $15 and give it to 

Helen during the break, if you haven’t already paid. 

 

Venice Show – Ken and his team made a beautiful display for the 

Venice Show.  We had 13 people enter 65 plants and won 43 

ribbons.  Sybil Levien Bussell won Best Cymbidium and Judy 

Russell won Best Large Catt.  Our display won 3rd place and we 

received a trophy and a check for $50.  Well done everyone. 

 

Englewood Show – If you have not had an opportunity to sign up 

to volunteer for the March 12, 13, 14, 2020 show, you can still do 

so.  I’ll be ordering t-shirts this week, so it’s very important that 

you sign up tonight so that I’ll have your size ordered.   

 

We’ll need lots of people so talk to Mary about helping in the 

kitchen and providing food for 3 days.  We always have a 

wonderful response from our members and we eat very well.   

Anyone who can make something crockpot style.  We need cases 

of water.  We will take cash donations to buy ham, etc. for the 

Englewood Show. 

 

Ken said we need lots and lots of orchids for the show.  Need 

about 60-70 for the display.  Time to clean-up and prep your 

orchids for the show.  Stake them if needed. 

 

I have brought lots of fliers for the show and I need everyone to 

take a stack and see if you can place them at restaurants, doctor 

offices, etc.  Do this about March 1st, so they only have to deal 

2020 Show  Sponsors 
 

GOLD  SPONSORS 
 

FARLOWS ON THE WATER 

DR. ADAM LIPKIN, MD PA 

MYAKKA PINES GOLF CLUB 

RAV&E 

SUN-HERALD 

TOP KNOT SALON 

WARREN LORANGER FAMILY YMCA 

 

SILVER  SPONSORS 
 

KATHY DAMEWOOD, 

RE/MAX ALLIANCE GROUP 

MICHAEL J LOONEY, INC. 

OYSTER CREEK GOLF CLUB 

TODAY'S DENTISTRY 
 

FRIENDS 
 

DEE DEE QUINN – MARY KAY I.B.C. 

DAVIS, ROBERTS, BOELLER & RIFE 

ENGLEWOOD YOGA CENTER 

HOLLYWOOD NAILS 

HOME DEPOT 

HOWARDS RESTAURANT 

KEY AGENCY 

LANDY'S ON THE WATER 

SANDI OLSEN-ENGEL 

PANTHER HOLLOW DENTAL 

PUBLIX   

QUICK SIGNS 

XPERTECH AUTO REPAIR, INC. 

 
 

Repotting 
 

One way to make use of your time at home 

is to do the repotting that you have been too 

busy to do before.  Don’t be afraid to mount 

orchids on a cedar shingle or a piece of 

driftwood.  Just remember that mounted 

plants will need more watering.  One trick 

that you may want to try is to pot in a plastic 

mesh basket which can fit into a larger pot.  

That will allow much better drainage for 

the plant, without the need to water so 

often.   

Try new potting media.  Many phals 

appreciate potting in sphagnum.  Be sure to 

mix in some charcoal to hold the moss 

open, so that it doesn’t break down too 

quickly.   

If you don’t like repotting, then try using 

clay pellets like Hydroton.  The medium 

will not break down.  Mix in some sponge 

mailto:orchids@eaos.org


 

 

with them for 2 weeks.  It’s important that we advertise as much 

as possible and we depend on our members to help get the word 

out.  If you can scan the flier, post on any social media that you 

can to let people know.  If you can’t scan, let me know and I will 

email the flier to you to use. 

 

I need 2 volunteers to hand out fliers at the Englewood Farmers 

Market on March 12th. 

 

Ken presented the slate of officers.  We will vote at the March 

meeting and they will start their term in April. 

 

Mentor Program – If you are interested in getting some help with 

questions, etc., please sign up to be a mentee.  If you would like 

to help mentor someone, please sign up to be a mentor.    This is 

a great program for help and a nice way to meet some of your 

fellow growers and learn from them.   Judy Russell is in charge 

and would love to sign you up. 

 

Avram White-Rogers is our new librarian.  Please check out the 

great books on Orchids that you can take and read; return the next 

month.  Great way to learn more about orchids. 

 

Culture Classes:  Wolf Brucknew will be holding culture classes 

at 6:30 before the meetings.  You can bring troubled plants for 

answers.  Thank you, Wolf, for providing this wonderful 

opportunity to our members. 

 

New Business: 

Our speaker tonight is Bill Nunez who will be speaking on 

“Growing Specimen Orchids in the Catt. Alliance.” 

 

Bus Trip to Redlands in Homestead, Florida – the dates are May 

15, 16, 17.  More information will be available at the March 

Meeting. 

 

A break was taken for refreshments, to vote for your favorite plant 

on the plant table, check out Bill’s plants and to buy raffle tickets.  

 

Bill Nunez presented the plants on the plant table with 

informative descriptions of each plant.  Ribbons were awarded 

for the plants. 

 

Attention then went to the raffle table where numbers were 

drawn.  Winning numbers choosing from the plants and items that 

were donated for the raffle. 

 

Respectfully Submitted, 

Laurie Motter, Recording Secretary 

 

rock to hold a little moisture. Otherwise the 

plants may not get enough water.   

Some orchids may be happy growing on a 

few large pieces of charcoal, with little else 

in the pot.  Remember that there are orchids 

that appreciate a dry medium and some that 

are swamp creatures.  Others will like a dry 

winter and wet summer.  Do some research 

and find out about your orchid before you 

start repotting. 

 

 

 
 

AOS Webinars Free 
  

The Webinars are now available to 

everyone, even if you are not an AOS 

member.  These webinars feature 

experienced orchid growers, much like the 

speakers at the EAOS meetings.  You can 

choose from a wide variety of topics to 

suite your interests. You can learn how to 

grow Bulbophyllums or how to harvest 

your own vanilla beans.  For the whole 

month of April, these webinars are 

available to everyone.  Go to the website 

below to get started. 
 

http://www.aos.org/orchids/webinars.aspx 
 
 

 

https://aos.ontraport.com/c/s/jzk/qTWT/s/w7/dCQ/6ip0cj/vcLSoNA3VC/P/P/jV
http://www.aos.org/all-about-orchids/webinars/member-only/jason-fischer-phrags.aspx
http://www.aos.org/all-about-orchids/webinars/member-only/jason-fischer-phrags.aspx

